
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, April 26th, 2018 Regular Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio and Mr. 

Barry. Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner/Environmental 

Land Use Planner.  

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 3/29/18; the 

minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Guarino with all in 

favor; Mr. Chaplinsky and Mr. Berkmoes abstained. 

 

Chair Miceli introduced a discussion item of the Earth Day event at the Novick Open 

Space on April 22
nd

. The event was very successful with many members and dozens of 

residents participating. Earth Day weekend saw the efforts of additional organizations 

including the Southington Rotary and Southington Land Trust hosting clean-ups 

throughout town. A new map created by a local Eagle Scout candidate greeted 

participants at the Novick site. As part of the Scout’s project, three trails were blazed 

which were the subject of trimming and storm damage clearing for the event.  

 

It was noted that some blazes were damaged prior to the event, but town staff will restore 

the markings, likely higher up off of the ground to discourage future vandalism. The 

Scout did a great job and his efforts were truly appreciated. 

 

Next was an item regarding maintenance of Open Space parcels. There are many parcels 

that are hayed which do not require any other significant maintenance. A few parcels 

have existing trails that should receive regular trail clearing; the Korin Open Space off of 

Copper Ridge being one of them. Chair Miceli indicated that this site should be the focus 

of another event similar to the Earth Day event at Novick’s to promote open space and 

perform the needed trail upkeep. A mid-Summer work party will be scheduled. Mr. 

Berkmoes asked about parcels that have ponds, particularly the Curtiss Property off of 

South End Road. Historically, brush was cleared at certain points around the pond to 

allow ease of fishing. A request will be made to the Highway/Parks Dept. to try and 

restore these areas. Staff will take a look at the overall health of the waterbody as well. 

 

In an effort to have smaller projects on the town’s Open Space parcels completed, a 

listing of potential work should be posted somewhere for Scouts and similar 

organizations to access and draft proposals for. Chair Miceli will coordinate.  

 

 

 



With regard to information on the website, it was also brought up that we should only 

have one specific tab from which the Open Space information can be accessed. Mr. 

Chaplinsky indicated that there are a few spots with antiquated information on them; 

Chair Miceli will contact our IT Director to ensure that the intent as stated is met.  

 

The third item for discussion was the status of the Academy Street Community Garden. 

Chair Miceli indicated that she had spoken with Mark Sciota about the site and that for 

ease of maintenance the wooden beds can be removed and stockpiled on site. The land 

will be seasonally mowed to reduce the overgrowth of invasive species.  

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all in favor at 4:40 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 5:10 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all 

in favor at 5:11 pm.  

 

 

 


